106                             ROMESH CHUNDER DUTT

new methods have not yet achieved a notable
success; and state enterprises have been, commercially, fail-
ures." In his Second Report, however, he had a differ-
ent picture to paint. According to this Report, "The
handloom industry received a great impetus in the last
year, a new and simple loom, called the Sayaji loom,
has been invented in our Weaving School, the number of
liandlooms at work has doubled in Petlad and Vasa towns;
and a handloom weaving company has been formed at
Nehsana. Mill industry showed an equally satisfactory

progress in the last year......Two new Mills have been

commenced at Baroda, and a ginning factory with weaving
apparatus has been established at Kadi. It may be added
that the dyeing factory at Petlad is showing continued pro-
gress; the chocolate factory at Billimora has been reopened
in the current year; the sugar factory at Gandevi has been
transferred to private hands; and the valuable concession
made to1 the cultivators of these parts, by bestowing on
them the ownership of all date trees growing on their
holdings, is likely to help the sugar industry."

Ill

Throughout his life Romesh Dutt had devoted most of
his attention to agriculture, and in particular to problems
of land assessment. As an economist, however, he did
not fail to note that for balanced economic progress of the
country, industrial development had an important role to
play. He had in fact, in his Economic History, traced
the decline of Indian industries during the early British
rule and had referred to this factor as one of the major
reasons for the growing impoverishment of the people. Dur-
ing his administration of Baroda he did all he could to en-
courage local industries and had occasion to formulate his
view on this subject not merely as a theoretical economist,